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protection or psychosocial support programmes. 
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SITUATION ANALYSIS
The crisis in Syria has been characterized by grave child rights violations, including recruitment of children by armed 
groups, killing, maiming, abduction, arbitrary detention, forced and child marriage and gender-based violence against 
children. Many children, especially those out of school, have been forced into child labour and face increased risks 
including trafficking and violence. As at the end of 2014 more than 11, 000 children have been killed since the start of 
the crisis. As a result of escalating violence and deteriorating humanitarian conditions children continue to experience 
profound psychological distress and hardship and are in need of mental health support. The risk of unexploded 
remnants is especially high for children living in active conflict zones. Child protection risks and issues have increased 
as a result of internal displacement including family separation and loss of legal documents. 

More than 5 million adolescents inside the country remains the most desperate, especially amongst the internally 
displaced. There is continued lack of psychosocial and protection programming for adolescents specifically, and 
opportunities for equity-based participation remain non-existent. 

MODUS OPERANDI
In order to address key child protection issues, UNICEF has partnered 

with the Ministry of Social Affairs, the Syrian Council for Family Affairs, 

the Ministry of Education and the Syrian Arab Red Crescent, with a 

focus on psycho-social support and risk education through structure 

interventions including in schools and child friendly spaces. Delivery of 

child protection services in hard to reach areas is conducted through 

local NGO partners.

 

The UNICEF Adolescent Development and Participation (ADAP) 

Section continues to partner with four line ministries (Ministry of Health, 

Ministry of Social Affairs, Ministry of Religious Affairs and the Ministry 

of Culture), the Syria Commission for Family Affairs and Population, 

Scouts of Syria, the General Sports Union, in addition to two local 

NGOs.

PROGRAMME FOCUS
UNICEF’s Child Protection Programme aims to address the immediate needs of 
children by scaling up access to psycho-social support services through fixed and 
mobile child friendly spaces, and also focuses on long-term investment in strengthen-
ing the capacities of frontline service providers and institutions. UNICEF will work with 
the Government in assessing the situation of vulnerable children and establish 
mechanisms to respond to critical protection issues such as child labour, underage 
recruitment and child marriage.

The ADAP programme continues to champion an agenda aimed at ensuring a 
protective environment for conflict-affected adolescent girls and boys with the ultimate 
goal of empowering them as change-agents in their own communities through 
skill-building initiatives, PSS, promotion of adolescent-led initiatives and enhance-
ment of partners’ capacity. In the second half of 2015, a rigorous Sport for Develop-
ment program was rolled out to strengthen girls’ and boys’ access to recreational 
opportunities, life-skills, and PSS. 
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